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PLEASE NOTE: As of publication of this Newsletter, our Priests continue to conduct all the religious programs including Nithya/
outside pujas. Religious programs & pujas are being live streamed for free on our YouTube channel. The timings and details of
programs and services detailed in this newsletter are subject to change; please visit our website www.baltimoretemple.org or follow our e-mails for the latest schedule of events. We are also providing personalized services (through online teleconference )

Darshan Hours: Monday - Friday: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm & 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm Weekends & Holidays: 9:00 am - 8:30 pm

Sharad Navaratri celebrations
Monday, 26th Sept - Tuesday,4th October
Chandi Havan 30th Sept, 1st Oct & 2nd Oct
SriMahakali (Durga) puja —
Wednesday, 28th Sept, 22
Shree Mahalakshmi puja Thursday, Sept 29th, 22
Shree Saraswathi puja Maata Ki Xhowki Saturday, Oct 1st, 22
Sri Durgastami puja Sunday, Oct 2nd, 22
MahaNavami puja Monday, Oct 3rd, 22
Vijayadasami - Ravan Dahan
Tuesday, Oct 4th, 22
Raas Garbha Friday,30th Sept & Friday, 7th Oct

153 rd Gandhi Jayanti
Be the change you wish to see in the world
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2022
2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Diwali Celebratons
Dhanteras (Dhan trayodasi)
Saturday, Oct 22nd
Narakachaturdasi (kali chaudas)
Sunday, Oct 23rd
Deepavali—Maha Lakshmi puja
Monday, Oct 24th
Annakut/ Govardhan puja
Tuesday, Oct 25th

Haripravodhini Ekadasi/Tulasi vivah
Sunday, Nov 6th, 22
Lord Ayyappa Puja
Saturday, 17th December, 22
Starts at 11:30 am

<a href='https: //pngtree.com/ free -backgrounds> free ba ckground photos from pngtree. com/</a>

1. Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Archana - Every Friday - Sept 2nd, Oct 7th Nov 4th, Dec 2nd
2. Murugan Abhishekam Krittika Nakshatram - Sept 14th, Oct 12nd, Nov 8th, Dec 5th
3. Jain Bhavana - Every 3rd Sunday - Sept 17th, Oct 176h, Nov 20st, Dec 198h

4. Sri Satyanarayana Puja - Purnima - Sept 9th, Oct 9th, Nov 7th, Dec 7th
5. Sri Ganesh Abhishekam - Sankasthi Chathurthi - Sept 13th, Oct 12th, Nov 11th, Dec 11th

The Janmastami celebrations started in the morning with the grand Abhishek/holy
bath of Lord RadhaKrishna. The murthis were then adorned with new clothes and
beautiful jewelry. In the evening Bhagavan Shrinath ji was worshipped with
Abhishek and Archana. The puja was concluded with aarti and mahaprasad.
Many devotees who have kept fast for the entire day visited the temple to seek the blessings of Sri Krishna
and broke their fast only at the midnight, after the special Janmashtami puja. The Prayer hall was filled with
devotional Bhajans and Kirtans by Sri Vinod Varma and others which was followed by Garbha.

On the occasion of Janmastami, Bhagavad Gita chanting was organized by Puja committee
members Raviji and Srinivas ji in the prayer hall. A group of at least 25 people were chanting
entire Bhagavad Gita continuously for three hours with a 15 min break. Among them 10 were
kids who chanted entire Gita just by memory. Pandit Joshiji blessed them for their commitment
and devotion. The event was followed by Aarti and mahaprasad.

The biggest festival in Jainism was celebrated from August 24th to August 31st. Jains observed 'Paryushan
Mahaparva,' an eight-day fasting period described as a purification process. Special prayers were
held at the temple during this period; Devotees observed fasts and other ' Tapa’ to purify the body.
Samvatsari or Kshamavani (Forgiveness day), the last day celebrations mark the end of festival. Jains sit
in meditation for about three hours and reflect on any wrongdoing, hurting anyone during the past year, and
ask for forgiveness.

The divine wedding to the Utsava Murthies of Lord Srinivasa and His two consorts Sridevi and Bhudevi
have been performed with religious ecstasy between 11 am to 2pm.The
serene and holy premises of the temple witnessed a different spiritual
atmosphere on Saturday with devotees visiting the place to catch the glory
of the celestial wedding of the deities. The cultural programs included
Vocal and Veena by Prardhana and Sanjana Sreemanth and dance
performances by Dhrithi obla, Himani Shah, and Navika Shankar and Vocal
performance by mother and daughter duo Lakshmipriya Senthil and Aarna Senthil.

Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations at temple started with inviting Lord Ganesh(Aagaman) and
Atharvasirsha was chanted. Ganesh Abhishek, archana and bhajans by Sri Vinod Varma ji
filled the atmosphere at temple with great devotion. Mahaprasad was served after Aarti. The
Prasad freshly made in temple kitchen with the help of volunteers was served to all devotees
free of charge from the funds collected from ‘Annapurna Fund’.

Greater Baltimore Temple proudly announces the completion of the construction of its new commercial
kitchen. Food will be available for purchase on Saturday/Sunday mornings and on Sunday evenings. We
are awaiting County officials issuance of the permit. Once the permit is procured, we will commence our
kitchen operation.
Attached are the images of the new kitchen, dining area, and the open space outside. The new kitchen will
provide ample volunteering opportunities to both young and grown-ups. Please sign up and help us in
whatever ways you can to make the functioning of the new kitchen smooth. There will also be several
sponsoring opportunities to procure new equipment, furniture, and supplies to operate the kitchen. Also,
please be on the lookout for announcements in our emails and during this year's Fund Raising Dinner and
about the inauguration of the new kitchen!!!

In the month of July , five members of the GBT Outreach and Interfaith Committee visited Shepherds Staff
Office in Westminster to deliver 120 backpacks and school supplies from GBT towards their
Annual Back to School Backpack program for needy children in Carroll County. They were
very much appreciated by the program coordinator and staff. 900 students have registered
so far but they expect the number to increase to over 1500. The group also toured their operations and discussed ongoing participation in efforts that benefit the society. This was the
Outreach Committee’s summer project. The goal of the committee is to research & conduct
service projects/ participate in increasing the awareness of the important issues that impact
society’s wellness once every quarter. The Fall/winter projects planned as of now are:
1) Participating in the Alzheimer’s Walkathon on September 24th, 2022 ( in Ellicott City ).
2) 2nd Annual Diwali Coat & Canned Food Drive in the month of October for distribution in early November.

In-person Balvihar classes are resuming from 11th September, 2022. The classes starts at 10:00 am every
alternate Sunday at the temple. The class rooms are thoroughly sanitized for the safety of everyone. The
most recognizable attribute of this program's success is the parents, who devote their time & effort in
nurturing our children with so many facets of volunteering. Please share the information with your family
and friends to register for the Balvihar Program at our temple. For questions please reach out to the
BalVihar Coordinators (Dhruv Bhatt and Charuta Patel) at gbtbalvihar@gmail.com.

GBT management has set up a Fund called “Annapurna Fund” where the donations from generous donors
(any amount) will be collected. GBT was able to serve food free of cost to all devotees on the festivals like
Maha Shivaratri, Sri Rama Navami, Sri Sita Rama Kalyanam, Sri Krishna Janmastami, Sri Balaji Kayanam,
Sri Ganesh Chathurthi from the amount derived from Annapurna fund this year. We still have festivals like
Vijaya Dasami, Annakut & a Jain festival. As you know Annadanam has always been a very significant part
of the spiritual tradition in our culture. Temples are famous for serving pure vegetarian food at their Prasad
Halls where people can have food free of cost. Around 300 devotees eat food in our temple, during the
festival days. We request you to donate towards this fund and support the temple to continue our cherished
tradition of Annadanam. We hope that you all can contribute towards this fund.

Patram puspam phalam toyam yo me bhaktya prayacchati
tadaham bhakty-upahrtam asnami prayatatmana - Bhagavad Gita
Flowers are intrinsic part of the Hindu worship and rituals. In an effort to expand the garland offering on a
regular basis, we have come up with a pricing to get Monthly flower garlands for various deities in the
temple and the projected cost is $500 . We sincerely thank the following donors for their contribution
towards this project.
March
- Madura Prabhakar and Family
April
- Krishna and Prathibha Polasani
May
- Sandeep Hora and Family
June
- Bina Gupta and Family
July
- Sunitha and Raju/Seema & Geeta ben
August
- Neel and Sanjay Patel
September - Milan and Manjari Joshi
October - Lakshmi and Seema Rawal
November - Haizel Patel
December - Jay and Kush Patel
We are requesting all other to participate and fully support this cause to bring in the traditional and ritual
offering to our deities by sponsoring on a weekly basis. With your donations, you can create a pleasant and
aesthetic value to the puja rituals and get the blessings of our Gods in the temple. Click on the link below to
sponsor: https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=DYR75T7XMRGMS&source=url

The temple management deeply appreciates your voluntary work. Volunteers are needed on weekends and
festive days around the year to support all the activities. We appeal you to join the temple’s volunteer pool
and give the gift of self and to connect with fellow devotees. Volunteering at the temple is easy and can be
tailored to your skills, interests and schedule. If you would like to volunteer at the temple, please register by
clicking the link Register me for volunteer work at temple

We thank everyone who have registered as a member to the temple. We request others to support our
temple by becoming a member. If you are already a member, please accept our sincere thanks and appreciation for your continued support and request you to renew your membership. By becoming/being the member of the temple, you will have the greatest satisfaction of sustaining our temple and enabling it to provide
uninterrupted services to our community and for youth. The money generated from the membership donations will help the temple with the operational expenses, maintenance costs to improve the amenities and
services to our community. Please note: GBT membership is NOT required to visit and avail all the services
offered at the temple. There will be no difference between members & non-embers for the services received
at the temple. Note: This Newsletter includes a membership form. Please fill in the details and mail it to the
temple or click on the link to register : Membership form

URL:
http://www.baltimoretemple.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/GBT-Membership-form-Revised-3-221.pdf
Thank you.

THE STORY OF PREGNANT DEER In a forest, a pregnant deer is about to give birth. She finds a remote grass field near a strong-flowing
river. This seems a safe place.. Suddenly labor pains begin. At the same moment, dark clouds gather
around above & lightning starts a forest fire. She looks to her left and sees a hunter with his bow
extended pointing at her. To her right, she spots a hungry lion approaching her..
What can the pregnant deer do? She is in labor!
What will happen? Will the deer survive? Will she give birth to a fawn? Will the fawn survive?
Or will everything be burnt by the forest fire? Will she perish to the hunters' arrow?
Will she die a horrible death at the hands of the hungry lion approaching her?
She is constrained by the fire on the one side & the flowing river on the other & boxed in by her natural
predators. What does she do? She focuses on giving birth to a new life..
The sequence of events that follows are..
- Lightning strikes & blinds the hunter.
- He releases the arrow which zips past the deer & strikes the hungry lion.
- It starts to rain heavily, & the forest fire is slowly doused by the rain.
- The deer gives birth to a healthy fawn.
In our life too, there are moments of choice when we are confronted on all sides with negative
thoughts and possibilities. Some thoughts are so powerful that they overcome us & overwhelm us.
Maybe we can learn from the deer. The priority of the deer, in that given moment, was simply to give
birth to a baby. The rest was not in her hands & any action or reaction that changed her focus would
have likely resulted in death or disaster. Ask yourself, Where is your focus? Where is your faith and
hope? In the midst of any storm, do keep faith on creator always. He will never ever disappoint you.
NEVER! EVER! Remember, He neither slumber nor sleep. A strong person knows how to keep their
life in order. Even with tears in her eyes, she still manages to say 'I'm Ok' with a smile. That was why
God heard your prayers. HE is always with you.

