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GREATER BALTIMORE HINDU-JAIN TEMPLE 
2909, BLOOM RD, FINKSBURG, MD -  21048     PH: 410-861-8387  

 EMAIL:  INFO@BALTIMORETEMPLE.ORG 
Website:  www.baltimoretemple.org   

Volume 2022 Quarter 2    May–August 2022          

Darshan Hours:  Monday - Friday:  9:00 am - 12:30 pm & 5:00 pm  - 8:30 pm 

Weekends & Holidays:   9:00 am  -  8:30 pm  

PLEASE NOTE: As of publication, our Priests continue to conduct all the religious programs including Nithya pujas. 
The timings and details of programs and services detailed in this newsletter are subject to change; please visit our 
website www.baltimoretemple.org or follow our e-mails for the latest  schedule of events. We are also providing 
personalized services (through online teleconference )  

1.  Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Archana  -  Every 1st Friday - May 6th, Jun 3rd, Jul 1st, Aug 5th 

2.  Murugan Abhishekam Krittika Nakshatram - May 1st,  May20th, Jun 25th,  Jul 22nd, Aug 18th  

3.  Jain Bhavana  -  Every 3rd Sunday -  May 17th, Jun 14th, Jul 21st, Aug 18th 

4.  Sri Satyanarayana Puja  -  Purnima - May 15th, Jun 13th, Jul 13th, Aug 11th 

5.  Sri Ganesh Abhishekam  -  Sankasthi Chathurthi - May 18th, Jun 16th, Jul 16th, Aug 14th  

Seva day                                     -   4th June, Saturday 

GBT Anniversary Celebrations  -  12th June, Sunday                     

Graduation day                           -  19th June, Sunday                     

Guru Poornima                           -  13th July, Wednesday               

Hariyali Teej                               -  31st July, Sunday 

 

MAHA SHIVARATRI—2-28-2022 : The  Maha Shivaratri celebrations began early in the  morning with a grand note at 
temple.   Abhishekam to Panch Mukha Shiva Linga (Pasupathi nath ji) was performed throughout the day until midnight by all 
the   devotees visiting the temple.  Four Kaala pujas were offered to Shiva Linga by both the priests.  In the evening, a spe-
cial puja-Ekadasa Rudrabhishekam was performed to 11 Rudras by chanting rudram eleven times by a group of devotees.   
A cultural program  consisting of Indian classical music and dances was performed followed by Bhajans.  All the devotees 
were served Prasad after the event. 

HOLI—3-18-2022: Holi celebrations were started at the temple with the lighting of a bonfire called 
“Holika Dahan”.  Large number of devotees gathered around the bonfire and offered coconut to seek 
the blessings.  Holika Dahan was followed by Arti after which all the devotees played with colors. The 
temple premises were filled with fun and festivity. 

UGADI-4-2-2022:  This festival marks the beginning of new year in Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh 
and parts of Karnataka. This festival is  also known as Gudi Padwa in Maharashtra and Ugadi in     
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.  It is also celebrated as Baisakhi and Cheti Chand by sindhis.  Ugadi   
celebrations started with Shri Venkateswara Abhishekam at the temple followed by Cultural programs 
by kids and ended with lunch. 

SRI RAMA NAVAMI– 4-9-2022:  Greater Baltimore Temple celebrated  Sri Rama Navami 
for two days.  On Saturday, 9th April The divine wedding was celebrated at the prayer hall  which 
was decorated beautifully with a celestial ambience and the event commenced with Ganesha pu-
ja. Devotees felt blessed to be part of this holy matrimony. The priests performed the recitation of 
the lineages for the three generations of both the groom and the bride. They then moved to tie the 
Raksha Sutram – a wristband that attests to the resolve of the sponsoring devotees to perform the 
holy wedding. This was followed by kanya dhanam (offering of the bride to the groom), mangalya 
dharanam (tying the holy thread) and exchange of garlands; the priest then followed it up with 
mangalaharathi.  The divine wedding concluded with a sumptuous wedding feast, organized by 
Food committee and served by volunteers.  

Nag Panchami               -   2nd August, Tuesday 

Varalakshmi Vrat          -   5th August, Friday 

Raksha Bandhan           -   11th August, Thursday 

Balaji Kalyanam           -   14th August, Sunday   

Shri Krishnastami         -   18th August, Thursday                                                                             

On Sunday, 10th April, the celebrations started early morning with Sri Rama Parivara Abhishekam followed by 

alankaram and Arti by Pandit Joshiji.  Large number of devotees attended Sundarakanda Parayan in the evening.         

Aarti was followed by serving dinner by a group of volunteers. 

http://www.baltimoretemple.org


         We are happy to announce that the construction work has started for 
new kitchen  and expected to be completed by  the end of August.  We thank 
the community and all the   donors for their generous donations.  We look    
forward to your continuous support and cooperation in future. 

 

GBT management has set up a Fund called  “Annapurna Fund”  where the donations 
from generous donors (any amount) will be collected.  This Annapurna fund will enable 
the GBT to serve food free of cost to all devotees on the selected major festivals like  
Maha Shivaratri, Sri Rama Navami, Sri Sita Rama Kalyanam, Sri Balaji Kalyanam, Sri 
Ganesh Chathurthi, Vijaya Dasami, Sri Krishna Janmastami, Annakut   & a Jain  festival.  
As know  Annadanam has always been a very significant part of the spiritual tradition in 
our culture.   Temples are famous for serving pure vegetarian food at their Prasad Halls 
where people can have food free of cost.  Around 300 devotees eat food in our temple, 
during the festival days.  We request you to  donate towards this fund and support the 
temple to continue our cherished tradition of Annadanam. 
We extend our heartful thanks to  Sri Ram Javia, Satyam Chary, Ravi Adipudi, Ashok Krishnaswamy, 
Narasimha Chary for their generous donations towards this fund.  We hope that you all can contribute 
towards this fund. 

patram puspam phalam toyam 
yo me bhaktya prayacchati 
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam 

asnami prayatatmana.   -  Bhagavad Gita   

Flowers are intrinsic part of the Hindu worship and rituals.  In an effort to expand the garland   offering 
on a regular basis, we have come up with a pricing to get monthly flower garlands for various deities in 
the temple and the projected cost is  $500 . We are        requesting you to participate and fully support 
this cause to bring in the traditional and ritual offering to our deities by sponsoring  on a monthly ba-
sis.   With your donations, you can  create a pleasant and aesthetic value to the puja rituals and get the 
blessings of Gods in the temple.  You can call the temple/ pay at Temple website or Click on the link  to 
sponsor:  https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=DYR75T7XMRGMS&source=url 

We extend our heartful thanks for  the  following donors  for their  contribution towards this fund: 

March     -   Madhukar Prabhakar                  April        -   Polasani Krishna & Pratibha 

May        -   Sandeep Hora                            June        -   Bina Gupta & Family 

July        -    Neel & Family 

Our temple is always in need of volunteers. Volunteers are what keeps the temple running! All kinds of volunteer-
ing duties are needed at every event from food prep to front desk.  Seva/Service is the key of Hindu tradition and 
culture and Volunteers play a unique and valuable role in the service.  Your time, commitment, dedication, and 
skills are valued by us. We appeal you to join the temple’s volunteer pool and give the gift of self and to connect 
with fellow devotees. Volunteering at the temple is easy and can be tailored to your skills, interests and schedule. 
Volunteering can help people build confidence and self-esteem, and meet new people. We recruit volunteers with 
the aim of complementing and enhancing the services we provide. 

Greater Baltimore Temple recognizes the value, a volunteer brings to the Mandir, it supports 
and encourages individuals who have chosen to give their time and energy freely to benefit the 
quality of our services, and contribute to enhance the devotional experience of the devotees.  

Especially youth volunteers  gain valuable experience and   it can also be a stepping stone for 
them into new careers.  No previous   experience is  required and training and  support will be 

provided.   Students will get service hours that can be used for credits. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=DYR75T7XMRGMS&source=url


  
The GBT & Mallik family has established a scholarship in memory of Tamasa Mallik in 
recognition of her outstanding leadership and selfless service to the community. The 
scholarship will be awarded to one student graduating from high school and going to   
college this fall. It will be awarded at the Annual Graduation Pooja on Sunday, June 19th 
2022, at Greater Baltimore Temple. The application and details are available at the GBT 
website and at the Temple.  All  students graduating from high school are encouraged to 
apply at the earliest (Deadline May 29

th
-2022.  You can Click here for application form. 

For the First Quarter 2022 outreach work the Committee decided to participate in   
donating  six "Welcome Home Kits" to homeless people who are being rehabilitat-
ed back to the community from the "Hannah More Family Shelter" in Reisterstown. 
This shelter is overseen by St Vincent de Paul of Baltimore organization.  The      
committee provided them with house and cleaning supplies, sheets and towels 
which were  delivered on Wednesday March 16 to the Hannah More Family Shelter.  
Their volunteer coordinator sent an email thanking GBT for the donation.  

BADSHAH, SHARAD  J  (HINA) 

BAJPAI, RAVI  S  (ANURADHA) 

BATCHU, SATHYA SAI    (VIJAYA) 

BIJPURIA, MURARI  L  (KIRAN) 

DRONAMRAJU, MURALI   

DURBAL, NONADIA    (LALTA) 

GANDHI, DEVANG    (BHARGAVI) 

GUPTA, OM  P  (JYOTI) 

HARIHARAN, DEEPAK    (JANAKI) 

KULKARNI, KUNDAN   

LAKKUR, SIVAPRAKASH    (USHA) 

MATHUR, SANJEEV  K  (RAJANI 
SHRIVASTAVA) 

MEHTA, GAURANG  D  (BHISMA) 

MISTRY, BIPIN  M  (ANILA) 

NAGARKAR, ANIRUDDHA    
(ASHWINI) 

PAL, RANJIT    (HEERA) 

PARIKH, KETAN P    (FALGUNI) 

Thank you very much for being a patron of The Greater Baltimore Temple. We request you to support our 
temple by becoming a member. If you are already a member, please accept our sincere thanks and     
appreciation for your continued support and request you to renew your membership. By becoming/being    
the member of the temple, you will have the greatest satisfaction of sustaining our temple and enabling it 
to provide uninterrupted services to our community and for our youth. The money generated from the 
membership donations will help the temple with the operational expenses, maintenance costs to improve 
the amenities and services to our community. 

Please note: GBT membership is NOT required to visit and avail all the services offered at the temple. 
There will be no difference between members & non-members for the services they receive at the temple. 

As a small token of appreciation GBT will send you framed photograph of our temple deity of your choice 
for new and current members.  

                Sri Ganesh            Sri Shiv               Sri Durga        Sri Ram parivar      

                Sri Radha Krishna      Sri Venkateswara    Sri Hanuman    Sri Mahavir 

     Note:    This Newsletter includes a membership form.  Please fill  in the details and mail it          

                   to the temple. 

PURUSHE, UDAY    (SHASHI) 

RAMARATHNAM, NARASIMHAN    
(GEETHA) 

RAMI, HITESH    (NISHA) 

SARPHARE, SUNIL  M  (GEETA) 

SHAH, MANISH  H  (KANAN) 

SHAH, SANJAY    (BELLA) 

TEJANI, JITENDRA    (NIRANJANA) 

THUPARI, JAGAN    (MOLINA) 

VIRAMGAMA, KIRANKUMAR  

We request all the members to renew their membership/register yourself as new member.  We thank the following members 

for renewing their membership  for the current year as of April’22: 

http://www.baltimoretemple.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Greater-Baltimore-Temple-Scholarship_Appl_2022.pdf


     Login to smile.amazon.com with your Amazon credentials,  

       select Greater Baltimore Temple as you. 

When you join AmazonSmile you can… 

1.  Generate donations 
Shop at smile.amazon.com and we’ll donate 0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite charitable      
organization (GBT) — no fees, no extra cost. 

2.  Donate requested items to charities 
Thousands of charities created AmazonSmile Charity Lists of items they need right now. Simply 
browse, order, and enjoy giving. 

https://smile.amazon.com

