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GREATER BALTIMORE HINDU-JAIN TEMPLE 
2909, BLOOM RD, FINKSBURG, MD -  21048     PH: 410-861-8387  

 EMAIL:  INFO@BALTIMORETEMPLE.ORG 
Website:  www.baltimoretemple.org 

Volume 2021 Quarter 3       September – December 2021          
 COVID GUIDELINES: GBT strictly abides by the CDC, MD State &  County regulation and will not 

be responsible for any accidental exposure to Covid & it’s related illness. Face mask is mandatory 
on the  temple premises. 

 Please Wear Mask, Watch your Distance and Wash your Hands.  

PLEASE NOTE: As of publication, our Priests continue to conduct all the religious programs including Nithya/
outside pujas. Religious programs & pujas are being live streamed for free on our YouTube channel. The      
timings and details of programs and services detailed in this newsletter are subject to change; please visit our 
website www.baltimoretemple.org or follow our e-mails for the latest  schedule of events.     We are also 

providing personalized services (through online teleconference )  

                        CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

  

 

Darshan Hours:  Monday  -  Friday:  9:00 am - 12:30 pm & 5:00 pm  - 8:30 pm 

Weekends & Holidays:   9:00 am  -  8:30 pm  

Gouri Triteeya/Teej Pooja  

Thursday, Sept 9th, 2021  at 6:30pm  

 Shree Vinayak Chaturthi Mahotsava  
  Make Shri Ganesh Idols  
  Sept 10th, 20121 at 5 pm  

  Friday, Sept 10th, 2021  

 Shree Ganesh Puja,  Shobha Yatra,               
Ganesh aagman, Ahishek, Archana,         
Bhajans, Aarti  Dhol-Tasha Procession.  

 Be the change you wish to see in the world  

Sunday Oct 3RD, 21 
From 12:30 pm-2:00 pm 

NAVARATRI CELEBRATIONS          

Oct 6th to Oct 14th 

Everyday from 6:30pm to 8:00pm  
Pooja, Sahasranama Parayanam, Aarti  

 
Shree Mahakali (Durga) puja  
Saturday, Oct 9th, 2021 
Shree Mahalakshmi puja  
Sunday, Oct 10th, 2021  
Shree Saraswathi puja  
Wednesday, Oct 13th, 2021 

Sri Durgastami puja  
Wednesday, Oct 13th, 2021 

MahaNavami puja  
Thursday, Oct 14th, 2021 

Vijayadasami  -  
Chandi Homam/havan 
Friday, Oct 15th, 2021 

 

Dhanteras (Dhan trayodasi) 
Tuesday, Nov 2nd 

Puja Narakachaturdasi (kali chaudas) 

Wednesday, Nov 3rd  
Deepavali—Maha Lakshmi  puja 

Thursday, Nov 4th 

Annakut/ Govardhan puja 

Friday, Nov 5th 

Haripravodhini Ekadasi/Tulasi vivah       
Monday, Nov 15th 

Karwachauth puja 

 Sunday, Oct 24th  

 Starts at 5:00 pm 

Lord Ayyappa Puja 

 Saturday Dec 18th, 2021 

 Starts 11:30 am 
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UPCOMING  EVENTS DAILY PUJA SCHEDULE 

 

RECENT EVENTS AT TEMPLE  
Sri Srinivasa Kalyanam on 08-14-21 
The divine wedding to the Utsava Murthies of Lord  Srinivasa and His two consorts  
Sridevi and Bhudevi have been performed with religious ecstasy between 11 am to 
2pm.The serene and holy premises of the temple witnessed a different spiritual      
atmosphere on Saturday with devotees visiting the place to catch the glory of the   
celestial wedding of the deities.  The event was followed by cultural programs from 
disciples of Smt Janaki Sivaraman. 
 
Krishna Janmastami  on 29/30-08-21 
The celebrations were started with the grand Abhishek or holy bath of Lord RadhaKrishna.  The 
idols of Shri Krishna and Radha are bathed with milk and curd after which they are dressed up in 
beautiful jewellery and clothes. Many devotees who have kept fast for the entire day visited the  tem-
ple to seek the blessings of Lord Krishna  and broke their fast  only at the midnight, after the special 
Janmashtami puja.  The Prayer hall was filled with devotional Bhajans and Kirtans.  
 
Paryushan celebration:  
Paryushan, the biggest festival in Jainism was celebrated from September 4th to 10th with great     
religious zeal. The Paryushana parva is a festival of purifying mind and body. Devotees observe 
fasts and other' Tapa’ to purify the body. The last day is celebrated as Forgiveness day. Jains sit in 
meditation for about three hours and reflect on any wrongdoing, hurting anyone during the past year, 
and ask for forgiveness.  We thank everyone for their generous donations to the temple. 
 
Ganesh Chaturthi on 09-10-21 
Ganesh Chaturthi celebrations at temple started with making of eco-friendly clay 
Ganesha by kids.  Lord Ganesh was then invited (Aagaman) and Atharvasirsha was 
chanted.  Ganesh Abhishek, archana  and bhajans were performed with great      
devotion followed by cultural programs.  Celebrations ended with Aarati and visarjan 
Miravanuk.(Procession) 

 

BHAJANS BY MAHARAJA & SHASTRI  FAMILIES AT TEMPLE 

Bhaj means adore or worship; during the bhajan, a worshipper expresses his/
her love or adoration for the deity through singing. The belief is that by show-
ing unflinching love to God, the devotee eventually becomes one with God.  
Smt Geeta Maharaja  and Smt Kalyani Shastri started singing bhajans at our 
temple prayer hall from as early as the temple activities started. The Bhajan 
starts every Sunday at 5:00 pm to 6:30 pm.  Geetaji is accompanied by her 
sons Dhaivat and Rishab and  Kalyaniji with her daughter Anitha Shastri.  The bhajan group has 
many other devoted singers who mesmerizes  with their  melodious voice. Their Bhajans are accom-
panied by tabla, a dholak, a Harmonium and handheld small cymbals (kartals) to maintain the beat, 
rhythm. Their bhajans win the heart of Lord and devotees equally.  Mind and body will be at absolute 
bliss when you hear their gorgeous singing.  They have a unique ability of transporting the listener to    
different world.  Their  bhajans moves one to tears with emotion.  Mere words cannot explain the 
sheer bliss one feels here. You get a feeling of seeing the God in front of eyes physically.  Wonderful 
lyrics, excellent compositions, melodious voices, in all, makes us listen to them as long as possible.  
We are really blessed and are very thankful for the service of this bhajan group and wish that this 
divine music goes on forever. Praying God to bless these dedicated SINGERS blissfully! 

RECURRING MONTHLY EVENTS 

1.   Sri Lalitha Sahasranama Archana  -  Every Friday - Sept 3rd, Oct 1st, Nov 5th, Dec 3rd  

2.  Murugan Abhishekam Krittika Nakshatram - Sept 25th, Oct 22nd,  Nov 18th, Dec 16th  

3.  Jain Bhavana  -  Every 3rd Sunday - Sept 19th, Oct 17th, Nov 21st, Dec 19th 

4.  Sri Satyanarayana Puja  -  Purnima - Sept 20th, Oct 19th, Nov 18th, Dec 18th 

5.  Sri Ganesh Abhishekam  -  Sankasthi Chathurthi - Sept 24th, Oct 24th, Nov 23rd, Dec 22nd  

http://www.baltimoretemple.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/September-2021-Calendar.jpg
http://www.baltimoretemple.org/puja-schedule/
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 VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
An amazing volunteer offers their gift of time, inspires everyone, enjoys helping others, encourages 
team work and is selfless, generous and kind.  They extend their helping hand and makes a big    
difference.   Smt Bhanu Bhen has been  extending her services to the temple for more than 25 years 
in several ways including making garlands, helping in the kitchen, assisting the pandits. We cannot 
express  enough how grateful we are for the services of Smt Bhanu Bhen, Smt Geeta Bhen    
Rami, and Rajashree Patel and all other devotees are extending their services to the temple.  Your 
dedication and efforts always come through and  you deserve  many thanks for the great work you 
do.  Our temple needs more volunteers like these.  We encourage more people to come  forward 
and support our temple.  

BALVIHAR 

In-person Balvihar classes resumed from 12th September, 2021.  The classes starts at 10:00 am 
every Sunday at the temple.  The class rooms are thoroughly sanitized  for the safety of everyone. 
The most recognizable attribute of this program's success is the parents, who devote their time & 
effort in nurturing our children with so many facets of volunteering. For questions please reach 
out to the Bal Vihar Coordinators (Shriram Paranjpe, Mini Malhotra) at gbtbalvihar@gmail.com  

 

GARLAND SPONSORSHIP 

patram puspam phalam toyam yo me bhaktya prayacchati tad aham bhakty-upahrtam asnami 

prayatatmana. - Bhagavad Gita  

Flowers are intrinsic part of the Hindu worship and rituals. In an effort to expand the garland offering 
on a regular basis, we have come up with a pricing to get weekly flower garlands for various deities 
in the temple and the projected cost is $500 . We are requesting you to participate and fully support 
this cause to bring in the traditional and ritual offering to our deities by sponsoring on a weekly basis. 
With your donations, you can create a pleasant and aesthetic value to the puja rituals and get the 
blessings of our Gods in the temple.  

Click on the link below to sponsor:  

https://www.paypal.com/donate?hosted_button_id=DYR75T7XMRGMS&source=url  

BHAGAVAT GITA IN DAILY LIFE 

karmaṇy-evādhikāras te mā phaleṣhu kadāchana 

mā karma-phala-hetur bhūr mā te saṅgo ’stvakarmaṇi  

You have a right to perform your prescribed duties, but you are not entitled to the fruits of your       
actions. Never consider yourself to be the cause of the results of your activities, nor be attached to 
inaction.  

COMMENTARY: 

This is an extremely popular verse of the Bhagavad Gita, It offers deep insight into the proper spirit 
of work and is often quoted whenever the topic of karma yoga is discussed.  The verse gives four   
instructions regarding the science of work.  

1) Do your duty, but do not concern yourself with the results. 2) The fruits of your actions are not for 
your enjoyment. 3) Even while working, give up the pride of doership. 4) Do not be attached to       
inaction. 

Do your duty, but do not concern yourself with the results. We have the right to do our duty, but 
the results are not dependent only upon our efforts. A number of factors come into play in determin-
ing the results—our efforts, destiny (our past karmas), the will of God, the efforts of others, the       
cumulative karmas of the people involved, the place and situation (a matter of luck), etc. Now if we 
become anxious for results, we will experience anxiety whenever they are not according to our      
expectations. So Sri Krishna advises Arjun to give up concern for the results and instead focus  
solely on doing a good job. The fact is that when we are unconcerned about the results, we are able 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=DYR75T7XMRGMS&source=url
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The fruits of your actions are not for your enjoyment. To perform actions is an integral part of  
human nature. Having come into this world, we all have various duties determined by our family    
situation, social position, occupation, etc. While performing these actions, we must remember that 
we are not the enjoyers of the results—the results are meant for the pleasure of God. The individual 
soul is a tiny part of God (verse 15.7), & hence our inherent nature is to serve him through all our 
actions. 

Even while working, give up the pride of doership. Shree Krishna wants Arjun to give up         
kartritwābhimān, or the ego of being the doer. He instructs Arjun never to chase after preconceived          
motives attached to his actions nor consider himself as the cause of the results of his actions. How-
ever, when we perform actions, then why should we not consider ourselves as the doers of those  
actions? The reason is that our senses, mind, and intellect are inert; God energizes them with his 
power and puts them at our disposal. As a result, only with the help of the power we receive from 
him, are we able to work. For example, the tongs in the kitchen are inactive by themselves, but they 
get energized by someone’s hand, and then they perform even difficult tasks, such as lifting burning 
coal, etc. Now if we say that the tongs are the doers of actions, it will be inaccurate. If the hand did 
not energize them, what would they be able to do? They would merely lie inert on the table. Similar-
ly, if God did not supply our body-mind-soul mechanism with the power to perform actions, we could 
have done nothing. Thus, we must give up the ego of doing, remembering that God is the only 
source of the power by which we perform all our actions. 

Do not be attached to inaction. Although the nature of the living being is to work, often situations 
arise where work seems burdensome and confusing. In such cases, instead of running away from it, 
we must understand and implement the proper science of work, as explained by Shree Krishna to 
Arjun. However, it is highly inappropriate if we consider work as laborious and burdensome, and   
resort to inaction. Becoming attached to inaction is never the solution and is clearly condemned by 
Shree Krishna.               -   Commentary by Swami Mukundananda  


